Examples of Joann Nelsen's
renderings for wallpaper and
fabric, from a recent donation to
the New York School of Interior
Design.
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The archives of wallpaper and fabric designers can be fragile;

manufacturers and designers often pay little attention to old renderings,
which historians appreciate as documentation of popular tastes. Boxes of
sketches and swatches from Joann Nelsen, a textile and wall coverings
designer on Staten Island, who died in 2013 at age 76, have been rescued as

a donation to the librarv of the New York School of Interior Design.

Ms. Nelsen's friends retrieved them from her home, an 18th-century
fieldstone farmhouse that she bequeathed to the Preservation League of
Staten Island. (It has been sold to benefit that nonprofit group.) She

designed bed linens, upholsterv and wallpaper for companies including

Schumacher and First Editions, patterning them with bouquets, acrobats
and Constructivist and Navajo zigzag designs. Nora Reilly, the archivist at
the New York School of Interior Design, described the work as “really

jovtul.”

A version of this article appears in print on April 8. 2016, on pags C26 of the New York edition with the headliine: This Old
Housa Hides an Artistic Treasurs. Order Reprinis | Today's Paper | Subscribe



